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The firing over her grave. That scene deeply stirred whatever poetic fancy there was in me. The firing over her grave. She died, my mother. I was eight years old, and it is odd. I
can remember hardly anything except her death-bed, her black velvet gown, her curiously constructed work-table, and the firing over her grave. God bless my mother. All that I
am or ever hope to be, I owe to her. My heart was buried with her. The mystery of the beginning and end of all things is... (Cue for music)
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Scene 1: A Boy to God
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As aboy I often had to run very quickly to be in time.
me and marveled at how I was aided.

I prayed earnestly to God to help
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I attributed my success to the prayers and not to my quick running. It never struck
me how illogical to believe what I could not understand.

®

Considering how fiercely I have been attacked by the orthodox it seems ludicrous to con-
sider I once intended to be a clergyman. But now it seems to me attributing to God the
feelings of a revengeful tyrant
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marchons unis. Dans nos rangs point de traitres, du sol soyons seuls maitres!
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I have attempted to write the following account of myself as if I
were a dead man in another world looking back at my own life.

®

As a boy I often had to run very quickly to be in time. I prayed earnestly to
God to help me and marveled at how I was aided.
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I attributed my success to the prayers and not to my quick running. It never struck me how illogical
to believe what I could not understand.
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@ Four score and seven years ago my heart began to break and for a while I did not know what it means to be free.
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